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- Bip ABROGATING this 


Corporation and Teſt-Adts. 


Book of yours, entitul'd, A Vindi- 
cation of the CORPORATION and 
TEsT-AcTs, in Anſwer to the 
Biſhop of Bangor s Reaſons for the 


Repeal of them, coming to my Hands in my 
Country Retirement, I was ſomewhat ſur- 


priz'd to find ſome Paſſages therein inconſi- 
ſtent with the Duty you owe to the Pub- 


lick, and to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 


the Kingdom. 

I have the Honour to be of that Society 
of which you are Maſter. I am there- 
fore well entitul'd to reaſon with you con- 

B cerning 


—_——— G4 * 
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wicked Practices of its High-Prieſts and Pre- 
| byters, I here give you ſeveral Propoſitions | 
following, on the Truth of which depend the 


* 2 7 
cerning fuch P aſſages as concern the Wiſdom | 
of the Legiſlature. | 
In order to vindicate the dur of the 
Church of England, againſt the Principles and | 


ſeveral Obſervations which enſue. 


That a and integrity of Heart 
and Life, are the Fruits of the Divine Spi- 
rit upon the reaſonable Nature. : 

That all Men of Sincerity, and Integrity, 


are Members of the Inviſible Church of ? 


- ue 3 
That all Men of Integrity and Sincerity, | 
have all different Notions of Political and Vi- | 
ſible Churches. 
That all Political and Viſible Churches are 
either particular voluntary Societies of Men 


in a Nation, agreeing in ſome one or other 


Speculations, and in ſome one or other Man- 
ner or Form of RESP — to them- 


ſelves. 
That a National Church ſuppoſes the Con- 


ſent of a Nation to ſuch 2 Form of * 4 
agrecable to its ſelf. 5 : 


The 


KF. 


The National Church of England ſuppoſes 


the Conſent of King, Lords, and Commons 
to that Form of Worſhip they agree upon. 

Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, either in 
Convocation or out, have no Power to 
make any Laws to bind themſelves, or o- 
thers. = 


That Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons are to 


otficiate, as Miniſters of the People, in tha: 
Form of Worſhip as the Law directs. 

That the National Church is in the Form 
of it alterable and changeable, and ſubject 
to Viciſſitudes, as all human Affairs are, 

That human Frudence cannot foreſee the 


Conſequence of the Laws it makes; it is 


therefore the buſineſs of the Legiilature 
to abrogate, alter, and change Laws, ac- 
cording to the Exigency of J'imes, and the 


| Reaſon and Nature of things. 


The Word R ELIGIO N, when it figni- 


fies the Reverence due to the Great Being of 
the World, with thoſe Duties we owe to o- 


thers from that agreed | rinciple of doing as 


we would be done unto, with thoſe Duties 


we owe to our ſelves to govern our Appetites 
and Luſts by Reaſon. This is calbd Natural 
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Religion. This is that F oundation on which 
all Government ſtands. 


The Word REL IOI 0 N, when it ſigni- 


fies an Inſtitution of a Great Prophet, in 
preſcribing Laws as means to carry on, and 


advance, and clear up theſe natural Truths 


in Mens Minds, which were blinded by the 3 
Traditions and Superſtitions of corrupt Prieſts, 
is calld Inſtituted Religion; when this is ap- 


ply'd to the Jewiſh Prieſts, it's call'd the 
Chriſtian Religion. 
No inſtituted Laws can be ſo penn d, but, 


by reaſon of the Ambiguity of Words, and 
the different Deſires and Luſts of Men, 
will be ſo interpreted that a different - "Ins 


will ariſe from one and the ſame inſtituted 


Law. 


From the time of the Inſtitution of the 


Chriſtian Religion to this day; thoſe who 


claim that Honour to themſelves, of being 


Succeſſors of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, with 4 


Power to make Laws, and impoſe their wild 


Speculations, as Matters of Belief, on the 
Conſciences of Mankind, have inverted the 
Order of Nature, and have and do endeavour 
to eraze the Belief of God, and the Duties we 


owe to one another and our ſelves, out of 
Men's 
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6 
Men's Minds, and thereby make Men as 
wicked as they can; becauſe the Whole need 
not a Phyſician, but the Sick; they make 
therhſclves neceſſary, and by this means ty- 
rannize over the Conſciences of virtuous Men, 
! I ſhall now conlider the Laws before us, 
and make ſeveral Obſervations I find men- 
tion'd by you, and fee how conſiſtent they 


are with theſe Thoughts laid down. 


As to the preſent ſtate of Things, the 
Diſſenters are not look d on as Enemies to 
the Succeſſion. in the IIluſtrious Houſe of 
Hanover, are, and always were, zealous 
Aſſerters of the Laws and Liberties of their 
Country, againſt all Uſurpations of the Pope, 
and thoſe who have claim'd a Power either 
inconſiſtent with, or ſu periar to the Laws 
of the Land. 
As to the Sacrament, to which the Cor- 
poration and Teſt-Acts have relation. Con- 
ſidering what uſe the ambitious and avari- 
tious Prieſts of the Church of Rome, in 
the Abuſe of that plain Ordinance, have 
rais'd ſuch a Superſtructure of Power, Which, 
in the higheſt. degree of Jyranny, had: u- 
ſurp'd over Kings and Commonwealths too, 
* the wild and extravagant Interpretations | 
of 


L Þ 6) 
of theſe Men, they had made themſetves 
neceſſary to the Salvation of Mankind. Af- 
ter ſo many Years of Tyranny under which 
this Nation groan'd under the tyrannical Be- 
lief, that not eating the real Body of Chriſt « 
was Damnation, and that the Prieſt could 
metamorphoſe the Element, whereby the 
Happineſs of every Man depended on the 
Good-Will of that Order of Men. 
When we conſider this, and how in imi- 

tation of theſe, Tyrants, and Uſurpers over 

all Mens Conſciences, have by the ſame ty- 
rannous Step been leading the People back a- 
gain to deſtroy both their preſent and future 
Happineſs. Have not Altars been ſet up 
without Authority of Parliament, by Force 
of Lambeth Canons, without Conſent of 
the Legiſlature ; contrary to the very ex- 
preſs Words of the Communion-Service ? 
What other View could theſe High-Pricſts 
have, but by calling it an unbloody Sacri- 
' tice, and themſelves the Sacrificers, to cre- 
ate in the People a Belief of the Neceſlity of 
; themſelves, and by their bowing thereto, to 
| create ſuch a Veneration, that they might in 
|; the end lead the People into a Belief and 
Truſt 1 in themſelves. 
= .- 1 Hence 
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Hence it is, that receiving the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, according to the Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
has been a Stumbling-Block in all Diſſenters 
ways; and, indeed, when I conſider, that 
tho the Teſt-Act obliges to receive according 
to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
of England, that the Rites and Ceremonies 
being againſt the Law of the Church, in pur- 
ſuance of the Lambeth Canons, which are 
not the Laws of the Church; the Act obli- 
ges to what is not practicable. 
It's no wonder that all Diſſenters are the 
Hatred of all High-Church-Men, whoſe 
Principles in good Politicks thwart the aſpi- 
ring Greatneſs of all Prieſt-Craft. 
Diſlenters in general, with all the honeſt 
Men of the Land, who love the Conſtitution 

and Law of their Country, are in the higheſt 


Degree attach'd to King George's Intereſt, 


- whoſe Intereſt is inſeperable from the Good 
and Happineſs of his People. 


Theſe Men are and have been a Bulwark | 


1 againſt the incroaching Power of Rome, and 
20 Defence againſt all thoſe Doctrines and O- 
pinions of Non-Furors and their Abettors, 


1 deſtructive of the Laws of the Conſtitution 


1 both! in Church and State. You 
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You fay, p. 23. That it concerns the Pub- 
tick to have Mien well-affefied to the Govern- 


ment in Plas of Power and Truſt. If this 


is ſo, how neceſſary to King George's Go- 


ernment are theſe Men; for I think it's ob- 


vious, that the Abettors of High-Church 


Principles who ſwear to the Government, 


and call themſclves the Clergy of the Church 


of England, yet can diſtinguiſh themſelves 


out of their Oaths, and make the Sin to be 


on the Impoſer, and not on tl :mfelves, e- 


ſteeming the Government no other chan a 


 Banditti. 


The Reaſon you urge for the Continuance 


of ſuch a Teſt, is, to præſir e Eccleſia- 


ſtical Conſtitution; which how you come to 


diſtinguiſh it New the Laws of your Coun- £ 
ay, I am at a loſs to find. 2 


In order to traduce the Diſſenters on the 1 
Stage, and render them odious in the ſane 
manner as is uſual on the 3oth of Fan. 1 


cannot therefore think, but you have abus'd 4 
your own Underſtanding in thoſe Repreſen- 


rations, 2 33. where you ſay, Th ar Ne 1 [ 
gion was not the Whole of that unhappy © 


Rupture between the King and his People; 


Occafs ion there was for Complaint, with re- 


ſpret 


7 hea to Civil Rights. 3 5 have you con- 
ſider, becauſe you do not mention Religious 
Rig hts too, whither you are not uſing Art and 
4 Dilguiſe. Nor is it, you ſay, your inten- 
tion to diſſemble what the Noble Hiſtorian 


| of thoſe Times has ſo freely and e 
Aiſcloſed. 


Bur that thoſe Diſputes had ended in the 


happy Confirmation of the Subjects Rights, 
had not the Pretences of Religion and En- 
 thuſiaſm intermix d it ſelf in the Quarrel, and 
put the Nation into ſnch à Fever, that nothing 
but the Loſs of Blood could recover them to 
Their loſt Senſes. 


Difſenters may well -aſtify their Adhe- 


. rence to the Nation's Quarrel. The religi- 
ous Rights whereof were invaded ; the Laws 
concerning the Church were trampled under 
foot; Canons were then made to bind both 


"i Clergy and Laity; whereas no Canons or 


Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtick can be of any bind- 
ing Force, without the Conſent of the Le- 


giſlature. What Power did the Pope ever 


4 22 here, which thoſe tyrannous Church- 


Sycophants did not attempt and exerciſe too? 


| Did not theſe ſet up a Power in Defiance of 
3 all the Laws and Liberties of the People, 


C and 


7 40 


and hoodwink that unfortunate Prince? Not 


content with an Invaſion on the known Laws 
of their Country here, but muſt perſuade 
that Prince to ſend his High Commiſſion into 
Scotland, and there attempt, by his Deſpo- 
tick Power, without conſulting that People 


in a Parliamentary way, to ſet up a Form 


of Worſhip not known to them. 

To verifie the before-mention'd Truths, I 
refer you to the {aid noble Hiſtorian. 
© It was towards the End of the Year 1633. 


* when the King return'd from Scotland, ha- 


o 


ving left it to the Care of ſome of the Biſhops 


K 


Book of Canons, as might beſt ſuit the Na- 
c ture and Humour of the better Sort of that 
« Feople ; to which the reſt would eaſily ſub- 
mit. And that as faſt as they made them rea- 


1 dy, they ſhould tranſmit them to the Arch- | , 


- biſhop of Canterbury, to whoſe Aſſiſtance the 

King join'd the Bp of London, and Dr. Wren, 
; who by that time was become Bp. of Norwich, 
« a Man of a ſevere, ſour Nature, but very 


learned, and particularly verſed in the old 


* Liturgies of the Greek and Latin Churches. 
And after his Majeſty ſhould be this way 


N certifed of what 1 was ſo ſent, he would re- 
. commend 
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there to provide ſuch a Liturgy, and ſuch a 


CY 


c © commend and enjoin the FraQice and Uſe of 


both to that his native Kingdom. The Bi- 
6 * ſhops there had ſomewhat to do, before they 
* went about the preparing the Canons and the 
- Liturgy: ; what had paſs'd at the King's being 
there 1 in Parliament, had left bitter Inclina- 
; tions, and unruly Spirits in many of the 
« moſt popular Nobility ; who watch'd only 
« for an Opportunity to inflame the People, 


and were well enough contented to ſee com- 


© buſtible Matter every Day gather together 
to contribute to that Fire. 

* The promoting ſo many Biſhops to be of 

the Privy-Council, and to fit in the Courts 

of Juſtice, ſeem'd at firſt wonderfully to fa- 


cilitate all that was in deſign, and to cre- 


date an Affection and Reverence towards the 
« Church, at leaſt an Application to, and De- 
« pendance upon the greateſt Churchmen. So 


© that there ſeem'd to be not only a good Pre- 


paration made with the People, but a gene- 
ral Expectation, and even a Deſire that they 
: - might have a Liturgy, and more Decency ob- 


ſerv'd in the Church, An this Temper was 


« believ'd to be the more univerſal, becauſe, 
* neither from any of the Nobility, nor of the 


> Clergy, who were 1 moſt averſe from 


222 it, 


r 


« nor that Licence of Language againſt it, 


in truth, it appeared afterwards to be from 


9 8 much, before the Biſhops in Scotland had pre- 
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turgy which was not yet ready, they choo- 


is merly nam'd, the Biſhop of London and the 


(nn) 


it, there appear'd any ſign of ContradiQion, 


as was natural to that Nation; but an en- 
tire Acquieſcence in all the Biſhops thought 
: fit to do; which was interpreted to proceed 

from a Converſion in their Judgments, at 
« leaſt to a Submiſſion to Authority ; whereas, 


* the Obſervation they made of the Temper, 
and Indiſcretion of thoſe Biſhops in the great- 
- eft Authority, that they were like to have 
© more Advantages adminiſter'd to them by 
« their Ill Managery; than they could raiſe by 
any Contrivance of their own. 
© It was now Two Years, or very near ſo 


par 'd any thing to offer to the King towards 
their intended Reformation; and then they 
£ ' inverted the proper Method, and firſt pre- 
« ſented a Body of Canons to preceed the Li- 


: * ſing to finiſh the ſhorter Work firſt, The 
King referr'd the Conſideration of the Ca- 
. nons, as he had before reſolv'd to do, to the 
Archbiſhop, and the other two Biſhops for- 


0 * of Norwich, who, after their Peru- 
* fal 
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+ fal of them, and ſome Alterations made, 


with the Conſent of thoſe Biſhops who 
brought them from Scotland, return'd them 
to the King; and His Majeſty, impatient to 
« fee the good Work enter'd upon, without a- 
« Ny other Ceremony ( after having given his 
c Royal Approbation) iſſued out his Procla- 
© mation for the due Obſervation of them 
within his Kingdom of Scotland. 
It was a fatal Inadvertency, that theſe 
* Canons, neither before, nor after they were 
* ſent to the King, had been ever ſeen by the 


FT « Aſſembly, or any Convocation of the Cler- 


« gy, which was ſo ſtrictly oblig'd to the Ob- 
« ſervation of them; nor ſo much as commu- 


| nicated to the Lords of the Council of 


that Kingdom, it being almoſt impoſſible that 

any new Diſcipline could be introduc'd into 
the Church, which would not much concern 
the Government of the State, and even trench 
upon, or refer to the municipal Laws of the 
Kingdom. And in this Conſideration, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury had always decla- 
red to the Biſhops of Scotland, © That it was 
their part to be ſure, that nothing they 
« ſhould propoſe to the King i in the Buſineſs 
* of the en, ſhould be contrary to the 
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« Laws of the Land, which he could not 


be thought to underſtand; and that they 
* ſthould never put any thing in execution, 


« without the Conſent and Approbation of | 
« the Privy-Council ”. But it was the un- 
« happy Craft of thoſe Biſhops, to get it be- 
: liev'd by the King, that the Work would be 
* grateful to the moſt confiderable of the No- 
" bility, the Clergy, and the People (which 
they could hardly believe) in order to the 
F obtaining his Majeſty's Approbation and Au- 
«. thority for the execution of that which they 


< did really believe would not find Oppoſition 


* from the Nobility, Clergy, or People againſt 
his Majeſty's expreſs Power and Will, which 
Without doubt, was then in great Veneration 

in that Kingdom; and, ſo they did not, in 

« truth, dare to ſubject thoſe Canons to any o- 


s ther Examination, than what the King ſhould 


direct in England. EF 
It was, in the next « ahve. as " ONES that 
Canons ſhould be publiſt'd before the Litur- ; 
" gy was prepar'd (which was not ready in a 
Fear after, or thereabouts) when Three or 
'F our of the Canons were principally for the 
a Obſervation of, and punctual Compliance 


c with, the Liturgy: i which all the Clergy were 
to 


— 


ß pies 


W 
© to be ſworn to ſubmit to, and to pay all O- 
bedience to what was en join'd by it, before 
' they knew what it contain'd, Whereas, if 
the Liturgy had been firſt publiſh'd with all 
due Circumſtances, it is poſlible that ĩt might 
« have found a better Reception, and the Ca- 
© nons have been leſs examin'd. 

The Scotiſh Nation, how capable ſoever it 
was of being led by ſome Great Men, and 
miſled by the Clergy, would have been cor- 
rupted by neither into a barefac'd Rebellion 
againſt their King, whoſe Perſon they lov'd, 
and reverenc'd his Government ; nor could 
they have been wrought upon towards leſ- 


1 * ſening the one or the other, by any other 


" Suggeſtions or Infuſions, than ſuch as ſhould 

make them jealous, or apprehenſive of a De- 

" fign to introduce Popery ; a great part of 
« their Religion conſiſting in an entire Dete- 
« ſtation of Popery, in believing the Pope to 
be Antichriſt, and hating perfectly the Per- 
* ſons of all Papiſts. 

* The Canons now publiſh'd, beſides 


© has been touch'd before ) that, they dad 


* paſs'd no Approbation of the Clergy, or been 
* communicated to the Council, appear'd to be 
& many 1 new Laws | impos d upon the whole 

g Kingdom 
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« Kingdom by the King's ſole Authority, and 
* contriv'd by a few private Men, of whom 


; they had no good Opinion, and who were 
Strangers to the Nation; ſo that it was 
thought no other than a Subjection to Eng- 

5 land, by receiving Laws from thence, of 


« which they were moſt jealous, and which 


they moſt paſſionately abhorr'd. Then they 


were ſo far from being confin'd to the Church, 


and the Matters of Religion, that they be- 


3 | liev'd there was no part of their Civil Govern- 


ment uninvaded by them, and no Perſon of 
what Quality ſoever ie or as they 
« thought, unhurt in them. And there were 


ſome things in ſome particular Canons, how 


rational ſoever in themſelves, and how di- 
« ſtant ſoever in the Words and Expreſſions 
from inclining to Popery, which yet gave 
* too much Advantage to thoſe who maliciouſ- 
ly watch'd the Occaſion, to perſuade weak 
Men that it was an Approach, and Introdu- 
tion to that Religion, the very Imagination 
« whereof intoxicated all Men, and depriv'd 
« them of all Faculties to examin and judge. 
Some of the Canons defined, and deter- 
min'd ſuch an unlimited © Power and Prero- 
© gative to be in the King, according to the 
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« Pattern ( in expreſs Terms) of the Kings 
« of Iſrael, and ſuch a full Supremacy in all 
« Caſes Eccleſiaſtical, as hath never been pre- 
« tended to by their former Kings, or ſub- 

emitted to by the Clergy-and Laity of that 
Nation“; which made Impreſſion on Men 
« of all Tempers, Humours, and Inclinations; 
„And that no Eccleſiaſtical Perſon ſhould 
e become Surety, or bound for any Man; 
that National or General Aſſemblies ſhould 
bebe calld only by the King's Authority; 
that all Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſtical 
+ © Perſons, who dye without Children, ſhould 
be oblig'd to give a good part of their E- 
« ſtates to the Church; and, though they 
© ſhould have Children, yet to leave ſome- 
„ what to the Church, and for Advancement 
of Learning” : which ſeem'd rather mat- 
© ter of State and Policy than Religion; 
« thwarted their Laws and Cuſtoms, which 
© had been obſerv'd by them; leſſen'd, if not 
( took away, the Credit of Churchmen, and 
| © prohibited them from that Liberty of Com- 


* merce in Civil Affairs, which the Law per- Y 


8 + nile to them; and reflected upon the In- 
*« tereſt of thoſe who had, or might have a 


4 - to inherit from Clergymen. That 
D none 
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& none ſhould receive the Sacrament but up- 


on their Knees ; That the Clergy ſhould F 


have no private Meetings for expounding 


Scripture, or for conſulting upon Matters 


&« Ecclefiaſtical; That no Man ſhould cover 
ee his Head in time of Divine Service; ; and, 
That no Clergyman ſhould conceive Prayers 


L ex tempore, but be bound to pray only by 


A the Form preſcrib'd in the Liturgy (which 
by the way was not ſeen nor fram'd) 


< and, That no Man ſhould teach a publick 
e School, or in a private Houſe, without a 
Licence firſt obtain'd from the Arch-Biſhoy 


© of the Province, « or the Biſhop of the Dio- 
6 ceſe. 


« All theſe were new, and things with 


% which they had not been acquainted; and 
« tho' they might be fit to be commended to a 


* regular and orderly People piouſly diſpos d, 
« yet it was too ſtrong Meat for Infants in 


„ Diſcipline, and too much Nouriſhment to be 
« adminiſtred at once to weak and queaſy 


* Stomachs, and too much inclin'd to nauſeate 


* what was moſt wholſome. But then to ap- 
« ply the old Terms of the Church, to men- 


tion the Quatuor Tempora, and aſa all 


8 to thoſe F our one of the 
| ES cc * Year; 7 
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” « Year ; to enjoyn a Font to be prepar A in 


every Church for Baptiſm, and a decent 
« Table for the Communion ; and to dire& 
« and appoint the Places where both Font 


& and Table ſhould ſtand, and decent Or- 
«4 naments for either; to reſtrain any Ex- 
“ communication from being pronounced, or 
c Abſolution from being given, without the 


Approbation of the Biſhop; to mention a- 
4 ny Practice of Confeſſion ( which they 
„ Jook'd upon as the ſtrongeſt and moſt inſe- 
* parable Limb of Antichriſt) and to enjoin, 


That no Presbyter ſhould reveal any thing 
& he ſhould receive in Confeſſion, except in 


* ſuch Caſes, where, by the Law of the 


„Land, his own Life ſhould be forfeited ;_ 
e were all ſuch Matters of Innovatiofr, and in 
tl their Nature ſo ſuſpicious, that they thought 
( they had reaſon to be jealous of the worſt 
t that could follow; and the laſt Canon of all 

\. © provided, That no Perſon ſhould be re- 
. © ceived into Holy Orders, or ſuffer'd to 
* preach, or adminiſter the Sacraments, 
without firſt ſubſcribing to thoſe Canons. 
" Clatendor's Hiſt. Vol. I. Book II. 103. & feq, 


< I faid before, that after the Diſſolution of 


\ ka the former ſhotr Parliament, the Convocas 


2 L 
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« tion was continued by f pecial Warrant from 
the King; and by His Majeſty, in a ſolemn 
« Meſfage ſent to them by Sir Harry Vane, 
c then Principal Secretary, Requir'd to pro- 
« ceed in making of Canons, for the better 
« Peace and Quiet of the Church. Not- 
* withſtanding this Command, the chief of the 
« Clergy, well knowing the Spirit of Bitter- 
e neſs that was contracted againſt them; and 
* many obſolete Pamphlets againſt their Juriſ- 
_ <'didtion and Power, being, ſince the Commo- 


< tions in Scotland, reviv'd and publith'd with 


more Freedom, delir'd His Majeſty, That 
the Opinions of the Judges might be 
« known and declar'd, Whether they might 
< then lawfully fit, the Parliament being 
< diffolv'd, and proceed to the making of 
Canons; as likewiſe upon other Particu- 


« lars in their Juriſdiction, which had been 


© moſt inveigh'd againſt. * 


All the Judges of England i in a mature De- ? 


«-bate, f in the preſence of the King's Council, 
« under their Hands aſſerted, The Power of 
the Convocation in making Canons, and 
« thoſe other parts of Juriſdiction, which 

* had been ſa enviouſſy queſtion d. Here- 


upon * e 1 having compos d 
a. Body | 
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«2 Body of Canons, preſented the ſame to His 


« Majeſty for His Royal Approbation. They 
« were then again debated at the Council- 
Board; not without notable Oppoſition ; for 
« upon ſome leſſening the Power and Authori- 


c ty of their Chancellours, and their Commiſ- 
<« {aries,by theſe Canons, the Profeſſors of that 


« Law took themſelves to be diſobliged; and 
« Sir Henry Martin (who was not likely to 0- 


_ « verſee any Advantages) upon ſeveral Days 


of Hearing at the Council-Table, with his 
<« utmoſt Skill ob jected againſt em; but in the 
end, by the entire and unanimous Advice of 
the Privy-Council, the Canons were con- 


* firm'd by the King, under the great Seal of 
England and thereby enjoin'd to be obſerv'd; 
„ So that whatſoever they were, the Judges 


« were at laſt as guilty of the firſt Preſump- 


< tion in framing them; and the Lords of the 


« Council in publiſhing and executing them; 
« as the Biſhops, or the reſt of the Clergy, in 


either“. Now from the Obſervation of this 


Noble Hiſtorian, the Reader will obſerve, in- 
ſtead of condemning thoſe Practices which 
juſtly after were condemn'd by the Senſe of 


the whole Nation, his Buſineſs was to exte- 


nuate, by making others as vile as the Cler- 
85 


(2x) 


gy themſelves. If this was not intrenching 
on the known Laws and Cuſtoms of the 


Eand; I am at a loſs to judge what Tyranny 
18. But ſeeing this noted Hiſtorian ſeems a- 
fham'd to let the World ſee their Canons 


and Invaſions on the Legiſlative Power, 1 


Here tranſcribe one which concerns the Re- 
eerving the Sacrament. 


4 Declaration concerning ſome 
RITES and CEREMONIES. 


Ecauſe it is generally to be wiſh'd; 
that Unity of Faith were accompa- 


« Nied with Uniformity of Practice in the 


e outward: Worſhip and Service of God; 


« chiefly for the avoiding of groundleſs Su- 


* ſpicions of thoſe who are weak, and the 
* mealicious' Aſperſions of the profeſs'd Ene- 


te mies of our Religion; the one fearing In- 


<novations; the other flattering themſelves 


«with à vain hope of our Backſlidings unto 
c their Popiſh Superſtition, by reaſon of the 


« Situation of the Communion-Table, and 


the Approaches 3 the Synod de- 


eclareth as _— 


That 


C1) : 
e That the {landing of the Communion- 


<« Table ſideway under the Eaſt Window of 
« every Church Or Chappel, 1s in its own 


« Nature indifferent , neither commanded 
« nor condemned by the Word of God, ei- 
« ther expreſly, or by immediate Dedudion, | 
« and therefore, that no Religion is to be 
placed therein, or Scruple to be made there 
« on. And albcit at the time of reforming 
« this Church from that groſs Superſtition of 
„Popery, it was carefully provided that all 
“Means ſhould be uſed to root out of the 
Minds of the People, both the Inclination 
« thereunto and Memory thereof, eſpecially 
« of the Idolatry committed in the Maſs ; 
for which cauſe all Popiſh Altars were de- 
© moliſh'd ; yet notwithſtanding it was then 
& order'd by the Injunctions and Advertiſe» - 


1 << ments of Queen Elizabeth, of Bleled Me- 


* mory, that the holy Tables ſhould ſtand in 
ce the Place where the Altars ſtood, and ac» 


( cordingly have been continu'd in the Royal 
Be Chappel of three famous and pious Princes, 
# © and in moſt Cathedral, and ſome Farochial 
„Churches, which doth ſufficiently acquit 


the manner of placing the ſaid Tables from 
* any Wegality, or juſt Suſpicion, of Popiſh 
Superſti- 
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4 tion or Innovation: And dlicrdfors we judg 


it fit and convenient, that all Churches 
and Chappels do conform themſelves in this 
< particular, to the Example of the Cathe- 


4 dral and Mother-Churches, ſaving always 


© the general Liberty left to the Biſhop by 


* Law during the Time of the Adminiſtra- 


© tion of the Holy Communion. And we 


declare, that this Situation of the Holy 


* Table doth imply, that it is or ought to 
« be eſtcem'd a true and proper Altar where- 
* on Chriſt is again really ſacrific'd ; but it 
« is, and may be call'd an Altar by us in 
that ſenſe in which the Primitive Church 
* call'd it an Altar, and in no other. 
And becauſe Experience hath ſhew'd us, 


how irreverent the Behaviour of many Peo- | 


[PE is in many Places, ſome leaning, others 
< caſting their Hats, and ſome fitting upon, 


4 ſome ſtanding, and others fitting under the 
“ Communion-Table in Time of Divine Ser- & 


Vie. For the avoiding of theſe and the 
like Abuſes, it is thought meet and conve- 


* nient by this preſent Synod, that the ſaid 
« Communion-Tables in all Chancels or 


« Chappels be decently ſever d with Rails, 
© to preſerve them from ſuch or worſe boo. 
« fanations. | 8 98 „And 
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« And becauſe the Adminiſtration of 1 
e ly Things is to be per form'd with all poſ- 
4 ſible Decency and Reverence, therefore we 
/ judge it fit and convenient, according to 
© rhe Word of the Scrvice-Book, eſtabliſh'd 
RB * by Act of Parliament, Draw near, &c. 
< that all Communicants, with all humble 
“ Reverence, ſhall draw near and approach 
* to the Holy Table, there to receive the 
Divine Myſteries, which have heretofore 
Al in ſome places been unfitly carried up and 
E down by the Miniſter, unleſs it ſhall be 
'* © gtherwiſe appointed in reſpe& of the Inca- 
* pacity of the Place or other Inconvenience, 
„ by the Biſhop himſelf in his Juriſdiction, 
and other Ordinaries reſpectively in theirs. 

« And laſtly, whereas the Church is the 
« Houle of God, dedicated to his Holy Wor- 
„ ſhip, and therefore ought to mind us both 
of the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of His Di- 
(é vine Majeſty; certain it is, that the Ac- 
= © knowledgment thereof, not only inwardly 
ce jn our Hearts, but alſo outwardly with our 
« Bodies, muſt needs be pious in it ſelf, pro- 
< fitable unto us, and edify ing unto others. 
„We therefore think it very meet and be- 


2 hoveful, and heartily commend it to all 
E cM good 
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7 good and well affected People, Members of 
„ this Church, that they be ready to render 
cc unto the Lord the ſaid Acknowledgment, 


« by doing Reverence and Obeyſance, both 


c at their coming in, and going out of the 


« ſaid Churches, C hancels, or Chappels, ac- 
& cording to the moſt ancient Cuſtom of the 


Primitive Church in the pureſt Times, and 


ce of this Church alſo for many Years of the 
« Reign of Queen Eligabeth. The reviving 
6 therefore of this ancient and laudable Cu- 
* ſtom, we heartily recommend to the ſerious 
“ Conſideration of all good People, not with 
< any intention to exhibit any religious Wor- 
& ſhip to the Communion-Table, the Eaſt, or 


Church, or any thing therein contain'd in 


* fo doing, or to perform the ſaid Geſture 


* in the Celebration of the Holy Euchariſt, 


* upon any Opinion of a Corporeal Preſence 
« of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt on the holy 
“Table, or in the myſtical Elements, but 
only for the Advancement of God's Maj je- 
** ſty, and to give him alone that Honour and 
“Glory that is due unto him, and no other- 
* wiſe; and in the Practice or Omiſſion of 
* this Rite, we deſire that the Rule of Cha- 
« bit 8 8 855 80 Apo, may be ob- 

4 * ſerv'd, 
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v ſerv'd, which is, that they that uſe this 


e Rite, deſpiſe not them who uſe it not; and 
« that they that uſe it not, condemn not thoſe 


0 that uſe it. 


This 8 ſo publiſh'd was look d upon E 


1 | by King Charles I. to oblige as the Law of 


che Land, by theſe Words here following: 5 
e You much miſtake, in alledging, that the 
& Two Houſes of Parliament ( eſpecially 


< 2s they are now inſtituted) can have this 
e diſobligatory Power; for ( belides that 
tb they are not nam'd in it ) I am confident 


« to make it clearly appear to you, that this 
Church never did ſubmit, nor was ſubordi- 
< nate to them; and that it was only the King 
« and Clergy whe made the Reformation, the 


<« Parliament merely ſerving to help to give 


« the Civil Sandton. All this being prov'd 

(of which I make no queſtion it . muſt. 
« neceſſarily follow, that it is only the Church 
“of England (in whoſe Favour I took this 
00 Oath ) that can releaſe me from it; where⸗ 


„ fore when the Church of Eng 3 (be- 


« ing lawfully aſſembled ) ſhall e that 
« ] am free, then, and not before, I ſhall 


6 eſteem my ſelf ſo. * to Mr. Hender- 


E 2 ſon's 


7-407 


ſon's 2d Paper. p. 165. King CHARLESI, 


Works. 


If that unhappy King' O Words, and what 


the Clergy have been ever ſince maintaining, 
be the Law and Conſtitution of the Church 


of England, I will ingenuouſly confeſs my 


ſelf not of that Number. If this is true, 
vainly and unbecoming do all the People of 
England talk of Liberty and Property; the 
King and Clergy claim all, and therefore no 
need of the People's Conſent; for hereby all 


what we call Law, is to be look'd on as an 


Enemy to both King and Church. 
When Princes are ſo unfortunate to lend 


their Ears to theſe Whiſperers, and are go- 


vern'd by theſe Politicks, the Prince's Ho- 


nour and the People's Safety are invaded; I 
would have you conſider your ſelf, how you 
have taken the ſame unhappy Step i in your 


late Invaſion of the King's Supremacy : The 
Goodneſs and Forbearance of His preſent 
Majeſty ſurprizes all ; that you, with the 
reſt of your Brethren, 1n your late Attempt 
againſt the Biſhop of Bangor, are not all 
brought into a Premunire on the Statute 


of the 25 Hen. VIII. fo 19. 
5 The 


1 
The common Reſpe& which good Man- 
ners obliges Men to, on account of thoſe 
Errors and Miſtakes which inſeparably go 
Ti along with Men's Judgments, oblige all 


14 Men not haſtily to inſult and reproach our 
Inferiors, much leſs Equals. But, as to our 
2 Superiors, the natural Method is by way 


3 of Petition. As we are all ſubject to Error, 
ſo by this Method our Superiours become 
2 Hearers, and ReQifyers of Miſtakes, and 
thereby the Order of Government preſery'd. 
The King's Licence and Order affix'd for the 

publiſhing that feaſonable and truly Chriſtian 
and Proteſtant Doctrine, That the Kingdom 
of Chriſt is not of this World, by a Biſhop of 
the Church of England, to make 2 Repreſenta- 
tion againſt the ſame without a Petition firſt 
offer'd to the King, for a Licence to examin it: 
And ſuppoſing ſuch a Licence had, how incon- 
ſiſtent, with all good Prudence, not to acquaint 


J my Lords the Biſhops, and thereby to have 


call'd in their Aſſiſtance and Advice, in order 
to have preſerv'd a juſt Harmony between the 
two Houſes: But this, as a Matter of Pru- 
* dence, I ſhall not meddle with, but obſerve, 
as it was an expreſs Libelling againſt the ſu- 
preme . and the higheſt Affront to 
4 a wiſe 


EL 
a wiſe King, and indeed to the . 
of the Kingdom; for if Chriſt is of this ; 
World, and that the Clergy, as Succeſſors | 
of Chriſt, are Lawgivers, the Laws of the 4 
Kingdom, which concern all Mens Proper. 4 
ties and Liberties, will ſoon be drown'd in 
the greater Sea of Church-Power. | 
I find you plead for more Authority and 
Power, which if you had ſo weak a Prince 
at the Head to ſuffer you to exerciſe, Good 
God! Where would this end, but in your 
and the whole Clergy” s Ruin, as well as Peo- 
ple; a Power in Clergymen to make Laws and 
| Canons Eccleſiaſtical, without the Advice of 
the People in Parliament, and the King's 
Royal Licence firſt had, is inconſiſtent wit! 
the known Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Kingdom, and deſtructive of all good Policy. 
There is this further Paragraph which I 
ſhall give you ſome Reflections on, Pag. 41. 
Jou ſay, The Church of England owns itſelf | 
to be ſubjett to the Civil Power, in making 
Canons and Conſtitutions for external Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline. Whether the State has 
reaſon to like the Church the worſe for | 
this, let others judge: But thoſe who are of- 
ended at it mey offi ure themſelves, they ſhall © 
have © 
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babe no ſuch reaſon to complain againſt the 
7? Diſſenters ;, they pretend to a Power and Diſ- 
3 cipline equally great and extenſive with that 
claim d or wſed by the Eftabliſhd Church; 

They claim it too independently on the State in 


every reſpect; for they claim it all as the Law 
of Chriſt, over which no human Power has 
Authority, When you are pleas'd to rank 
Diſſenters in general, under this Obſervation, 
as equally claiming as extenſive a Power as 


the eſtabliſh'd Church, which has no Power 


but that of Office, and not of making Ca- 


nons and Laws to bind the People. Had 


you acquainted your ſelf with Men of Un- 
derſtanding, under different Denominations, 
that Spirit of Bitterneſs would have been al- 


lay'd ; when Mens Tempers are envenom'd, 
they become blind and ignorant. There are 
three ſorts of Diſſenters, which, under ſeve- 


ral Forms, claim an independent Power: Po- 


pe, Dr. Hicks's Church (calld the Mon- 


Jurors) with the late Committee of Convo- 
cation, and Presbyterians; but the latter, ha- 
ving never had the Favour of a weak Prince, 


ever did impoſe, without the Authority of 


Parliament, their Deciſions on any Nation, 
It's true, in Oliver's Time (and had he not 
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uſurp'd upon his Maſter's, his Name would 


have been dear to this Nation) among other 
wiſe and diſcerning Acts, when the Pref. 
byterian Miniſtry would have us'd him as a 


Tool of Prieſtcraft, and perſuaded him, by 
reaſon of the great Variety of Speculations 


in Religion, to uſe his Sword to bring about 
Uniformity in Religion, anſwer'd, He was 
no greater than a Conſtable to keep the Peace; 


the great Buſineſs of a Prince, or Common- 
zwealth, is to have no other Views, but to 
carry on the Ends of Government, to keep fiery 


and troubleſom Spirits 0 big with their oten 
Conceits ) to thoſe Duties, to do as they 


would be done unto, md not to ſuffer any 


Form of inſtituted Religion to deſiroy natural 
| Duties, There are three other forts of Diſ- 
ſenters, Independents, Anabaptiſts, and Qua- 
kers, but theſe are ſeveral voluntary Socic- 
ties of Men agreeing in ſome one or other 


Speculations, or in ſome one or other Form or 
Manner of Worſhip agreeable to themſelves , 
and therefore as our Church-Eſtabliſhment 


of the Nation is the Form the Nation has 


agreed on, independent of any foreign Power, 


fo theſe are independent of any Eſtabliſh- 
ment here; Had you been ſo juſt to deſcribe, 
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wha thoſe Diſſenters were 


not to deſtroy ; 


s duct Strife and evety evil Work. 

ment is founded on Ratyral Datics; 
part of Inſtituted Religien that the ſe, N 
ouglit to be leek'd upen as an Impoſturt and 


and Quiet of the Whole Kingdom, 
e 2 Inftitu- 
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tion'd, you Had not fo unj juſtly calumniated 


gene Bodies of wiſe and difcerning Men, 


ad you been f6 Happy as fo have given 
e. ſelf an unprejudie d Converſation, that 


Spirit you are in would have been better 


temper'd, and theſe W ritings Weufd have 


been more agreeable to former Diſcourſes on 
other Subjects. | 


That thoſe Laws hefere-mention'd ought 
td be abrogated ; the reaſon is, becauſe the 
Deſign of Inſtitured Religion is to advance and 
eneourage Men in the Excreife of Natural Du- 
ties. Laws, when made, are to preſerve and 
The 1% and Comporation- 
Ads deſtroy inſtead of ſave ; Peace is the End 
of all Laws; whatever Lats are made de- 
ſtructive of Peace and Love, become T'y- 
ranny and Oppreſſion, and naturally intro- 


if any 


Cheat put upon the World 5 and therefore 


the Legiſlature guglit tb take inte © onfide- 
the Pe eace 
if any. 


ration theſe Laws which deſtroy t 


you there men- 


Govern- 
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Inſtitution comes into the World, the beſt 


Argument that it is divine is, becauſe it ad- 


vances everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
Had our Saviour advanc'd any Doctrines in- 
conſiſtent with the eternal Law written in 
Mens Hearts, every Perſon had been obli- 


ged to have reje&ed them; becauſe in the 
Divine Being there can be- no Contradiction. 


If the Pope or High-Church Prieſts, who 
claim a Power to make Laws Eccleſiaſtical, 
or Presbyterians a Power to execute the 
Laws of Chrift, which amount all to one 


and the ſame thing; ſuch Laws are of no 
binding Force, from any Authority the 


Prieft can give them; but when Laws are 
made by Conſent oF the Legiſlature, which 
is the Conſent of all Parties, they become of 


force, becauſe Conſent has made them ſo. 
Unhappy Lay-Powers, that a Sett of Men 


dnder your Charity and Protection, inſtead of 


being Miniſters to the People, in advancing 


everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth, ſhould, 
by their ſeveral bigotted Votaries, deſtroy 
their own Happineſs and People's too ! And 
that this Order of Men who ſhould confider 


themſelves, ' as Executors of the Laws, and 


een and Servants of the People, in their 
D 1 . NY OI 5 ns rern 
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neer over the Legiſlature ! If the King was ſo 
weak to ſuffer you, would not his Crown be 
immediately at your Diſpoſal? for, while you 


pretend ſuch a Power from Chriſt, it is eaſy 
by your Fulminations to withdraw the Al- 


legiance of the Subjects, as all High-Prieſts 
have done, by their artful and ambiguous 


{ Sence of Words, abus'd the Word of Truth; 
| and whether you are not one of that Num- 


ber, in your late Writings and Management, 

I leave to your ſerious Conſideration. 
Oaths, I take it, are a ſolemn Appeal to the 

Great and Holy Being ; and therefore when 


they are taken by Men of nice Honour and 
Vertue, the Reverence that is due and owing 


to that Being, obliges ſuch Men to ſpeak ac- 
cording to the Simplicity and Integrity of 


their Souls. But ſo it is, by the Management 
of Mens Educations, theſe ſimple Truths 


are ſo obliterated and defac'd by the wild 


and extravagant Interpretations and Gloſſes 
which corrupt and wicked Prieſts have put 
upon them, that no Government, I think, if 


they will confider, but will ſecure them- 


ſelves, and their own juſt Authority, by 


"2 _ ſome 


ſeveral Ecclefiaſtical Capacities, ſhould lament 
their want of Power to make Laws to domi- 
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ſome Shen Obligations. ke ſeems; ealbly-at- 


tainable by, ſuch, Recognizances as might ſe- 
cure the Government againſt all Attacks 
whatever, and. preſerve the. natural Liberty 
and Rights of all the Subjeds in Eng land. 
The Laws concerning Divine Worſhip, as. a 
0 Form, are alterable and changeable, 
y the Conſent of King, Lords, and Come 
2m and all Limitations, both of Crown 
and ole; what occaſion therefore for any 
other Obligation for any Office, or Place of 
Truſt, but ſuch a Recognizance, that I will 
not endeavour any Change or Alter ation, but 
with the Agreement. of” t he Legiſlature £ 2 This 


would banith all Diſputes and Controverſies 


about Intexpretations on: Inſtituted Religion 
out of the World, and reſtore Mankind. to 
chat bleſfed State of Peace, with an Inability 
for vicious and tyrannous Tempers to; im 


pole. their own. ſimple Bigottry and. Belief 


upon Mankind. 


Mic on peruſal of theſe few 3 vou 
ſhall find any Error or Miſtake, I. ſhall takg it 
very kindly, if you l ſet_me right, I had no 
other View in writing, but ta fet the.Diſg Pute 


in its true Light, which. has. q abus'd many 


— 


honeſt Minds. The Church of - England, 
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truly ſo calld, I have given you my ſence 
of, in anſwer to King CHARLeEs I. his 


Opinion; which Opinion introduc'd all the 


Miſeries, which had like to have ended in 
the Ruin both of England and Scotland, 
Now, if his Opinion be truly the Conſtitu- 


tion of the Engliſh Church, it will behove 


you to maintain it; becauſe, all the Gentle- 


men in England wil hereby know what the 
Clergy call the Church, and what the E 
Conſtitution calls bo. Falk. 


Reverend S1 R, 


Your very humble Servant, 


James Gray 


7 N Sic $48 8 4 > 
3 ²˙ DET 2 ESP ETIO MLL TY 


. Ry 


4. 
$---L 22 1 


U 


* PR 
: 


